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What does a heart
on fire for God look

like?
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 “I came to cast fire on the earth,

and would that it were already kindled!

 I have a baptism to be baptized with,

and how great is my distress

until it is accomplished!

49
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Luke 12:49-59 (ESV) (p.1/6)
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 Do you think that I have come

to give peace on earth?

No, I tell you, but rather division.

 For from now on in one house

there will be five divided,

three against two and two against three.

51
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Luke 12:49-59 (ESV) (p.2/6)
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 They will be divided,

father against son and son against father,

mother against daughter 

and daughter against mother,

mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law

and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

53

Luke 12:49-59 (ESV) (p.3/6)
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 He also said to the crowds,

“When you see a cloud rising in the west,

you say at once, ‘A shower is coming.’

And so it happens.

 And when you see the south wind blowing, 

you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’ 

and it happens.

54
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Luke 12:49-59 (ESV) (p.4/6)
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 You hypocrites! You know how to interpret

the appearance of earth and sky, 

but why do you not know 

how to interpret the present time?

 “And why do you not judge

for yourselves what is right?

56
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Luke 12:49-59 (ESV) (p.5/6)
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 As you go with your accuser 

before the magistrate,

make an e�ort to settle with him on the way,

lest he drag you to the judge,

and the judge hand you over to the o�icer,

and the o�icer put you in prison.

 I tell you, you will never get out

until you have paid the very last penny.”

58

59

Luke 12:49-59 (ESV) (p.6/6)
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Who then is the Who then is the Who then is the faithfulfaithfulfaithful and  and  and wisewisewise manager, manager, manager,

whom his master will set over his whom his master will set over his whom his master will set over his householdhouseholdhousehold,,,

to give them their to give them their to give them their portionportionportion of food of food of food

at the proper at the proper at the proper timetimetime???

   BlessedBlessedBlessed is that servant is that servant is that servant

whom his master will findwhom his master will findwhom his master will find

so doing when he so doing when he so doing when he comescomescomes...

434343

Luke 12:42-43 (ESV)Luke 12:42-43 (ESV)Luke 12:42-43 (ESV)
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Fire Upon the Earth Fire Upon the Earth Fire Upon the Earth 

1. Kindle the Kindle the Kindle the FlameFlameFlame   

2. Love God Over Love God Over Love God Over FamilyFamilyFamily   

3. PlanPlanPlan for Christ’s Return  for Christ’s Return  for Christ’s Return 

4. Pursue Pursue Pursue MercyMercyMercy, Not Vengeance , Not Vengeance , Not Vengeance 
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(v49-50)(v49-50)(v49-50)
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“I came to “I came to “I came to cast firecast firecast fire on the earth, on the earth, on the earth,

and would that it were already and would that it were already and would that it were already kindledkindledkindled!!!

Luke 12:49 (ESV)Luke 12:49 (ESV)Luke 12:49 (ESV)
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And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets,And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets,And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets,

he he he interpretedinterpretedinterpreted to them in all the  to them in all the  to them in all the ScripturesScripturesScriptures

the things concerning the things concerning the things concerning himselfhimselfhimself...

 They said to each other, They said to each other, They said to each other,

“Did not our “Did not our “Did not our hearts burn within ushearts burn within ushearts burn within us

while he talked to us on the road,while he talked to us on the road,while he talked to us on the road,

while he while he while he openedopenedopened to us the Scriptures?” to us the Scriptures?” to us the Scriptures?”

323232

Luke 24:27,32 (ESV)Luke 24:27,32 (ESV)Luke 24:27,32 (ESV)
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“I came to “I came to “I came to cast firecast firecast fire on the earth, on the earth, on the earth,

and would that it were already and would that it were already and would that it were already kindledkindledkindled!!!

I have a I have a I have a baptismbaptismbaptism to be baptized with, to be baptized with, to be baptized with,

and how great is my and how great is my and how great is my distressdistressdistress

until it is accomplished!until it is accomplished!until it is accomplished!

Luke 12:49-50 (ESV)Luke 12:49-50 (ESV)Luke 12:49-50 (ESV)
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I am I am I am hard pressedhard pressedhard pressed between the two. between the two. between the two.

My desire is to My desire is to My desire is to departdepartdepart and be with Christ, and be with Christ, and be with Christ,

for that is far for that is far for that is far betterbetterbetter...

 But to  But to  But to remainremainremain in the flesh in the flesh in the flesh

is more necessary on is more necessary on is more necessary on your accountyour accountyour account...
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Philippians 1:23-24 (ESV)Philippians 1:23-24 (ESV)Philippians 1:23-24 (ESV)
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I have a I have a I have a baptismbaptismbaptism to be baptized with, to be baptized with, to be baptized with,

and how great is my and how great is my and how great is my distressdistressdistress

until it is accomplished!until it is accomplished!until it is accomplished!

Luke 12:50 (ESV)Luke 12:50 (ESV)Luke 12:50 (ESV)
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I baptize you with I baptize you with I baptize you with waterwaterwater for repentance, for repentance, for repentance,

but he … will baptize you but he … will baptize you but he … will baptize you 

with the with the with the Holy SpiritHoly SpiritHoly Spirit and  and  and firefirefire...

 His  His  His winnowing forkwinnowing forkwinnowing fork is in his hand, is in his hand, is in his hand,

and he will clear his threshing floorand he will clear his threshing floorand he will clear his threshing floor

and gather his and gather his and gather his wheatwheatwheat into the barn, into the barn, into the barn,

but the but the but the cha�cha�cha� he will burn  he will burn  he will burn 

with with with unquenchable fireunquenchable fireunquenchable fire...

121212

Matthew 3:11-12 (ESV)Matthew 3:11-12 (ESV)Matthew 3:11-12 (ESV)
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Let us o�er to God acceptable Let us o�er to God acceptable Let us o�er to God acceptable worshipworshipworship,,,

with with with reverencereverencereverence and awe, and awe, and awe,

 for our God is a  for our God is a  for our God is a consuming fireconsuming fireconsuming fire...292929

Hebrews 12:28-29 (cf Dt4:24) (ESV)Hebrews 12:28-29 (cf Dt4:24) (ESV)Hebrews 12:28-29 (cf Dt4:24) (ESV)
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Fire Upon the Earth Fire Upon the Earth Fire Upon the Earth 

1. Kindle the Flame Kindle the Flame Kindle the Flame 

2. Love God Over FamilyLove God Over FamilyLove God Over Family   

3. Plan for Christ’s Return Plan for Christ’s Return Plan for Christ’s Return 

4. Pursue Mercy, Not Vengeance Pursue Mercy, Not Vengeance Pursue Mercy, Not Vengeance 
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Do you think that I have comeDo you think that I have comeDo you think that I have come

to give to give to give peacepeacepeace on earth? on earth? on earth?

No, I tell you, but rather No, I tell you, but rather No, I tell you, but rather divisiondivisiondivision...

 For from now on in one house For from now on in one house For from now on in one house

there will be five there will be five there will be five divideddivideddivided,,,

threethreethree against  against  against twotwotwo and two against three. and two against three. and two against three.
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Luke 12:51-52 (ESV)Luke 12:51-52 (ESV)Luke 12:51-52 (ESV)
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And suddenly there was with the angelAnd suddenly there was with the angelAnd suddenly there was with the angel

a multitude of the a multitude of the a multitude of the heavenly hostheavenly hostheavenly host

praising God and saying,praising God and saying,praising God and saying,

 “ “ “GloryGloryGlory to God in the highest, to God in the highest, to God in the highest,

and on earth and on earth and on earth peacepeacepeace among those among those among those

with whom he is with whom he is with whom he is pleasedpleasedpleased!”!”!”

141414

Luke 2:13-14 (ESV)Luke 2:13-14 (ESV)Luke 2:13-14 (ESV)

Govert Flinck, “Aankondiging aan de herders”, 1639Govert Flinck, “Aankondiging aan de herders”, 1639Govert Flinck, “Aankondiging aan de herders”, 1639
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Behold, this child is appointed for Behold, this child is appointed for Behold, this child is appointed for 

the the the fallfallfall and  and  and risingrisingrising of many in Israel,  of many in Israel,  of many in Israel, 

and for a and for a and for a signsignsign that is  that is  that is opposedopposedopposed – – –

 and a  and a  and a swordswordsword will pierce through  will pierce through  will pierce through 

your own your own your own soulsoulsoul also – also – also –

so that so that so that thoughtsthoughtsthoughts from many hearts  from many hearts  from many hearts 

may be may be may be revealedrevealedrevealed...
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Luke 2:34-35 (ESV)Luke 2:34-35 (ESV)Luke 2:34-35 (ESV)

Rembrandt, “Simeons Song of Praise”, 1631Rembrandt, “Simeons Song of Praise”, 1631Rembrandt, “Simeons Song of Praise”, 1631

fire.seanho.com    d9e0f23 22 / 43

https://www.mauritshuis.nl/en/explore/the-collection/artworks/simeons-song-of-praise-145/detailgegevens/
http://localhost:9000/fire.pdf
https://travis-ci.com/sermons/fire/builds/171529263
https://github.com/sermons/fire/commit/d9e0f23


They will be They will be They will be divideddivideddivided,,,

fatherfatherfather against son and  against son and  against son and sonsonson against father, against father, against father,

mothermothermother against daughter  against daughter  against daughter 

and and and daughterdaughterdaughter against mother, against mother, against mother,

mother-in-lawmother-in-lawmother-in-law against her daughter-in-law against her daughter-in-law against her daughter-in-law

and and and daughter-in-lawdaughter-in-lawdaughter-in-law against mother-in-law. against mother-in-law. against mother-in-law.

Luke 12:53 (ESV)Luke 12:53 (ESV)Luke 12:53 (ESV)

Great Smoky Mountains, USA. Jordan WhittGreat Smoky Mountains, USA. Jordan WhittGreat Smoky Mountains, USA. Jordan Whitt

fire.seanho.com    d9e0f23 23 / 43

https://unsplash.com/photos/b8rkmfxZjdU
http://localhost:9000/fire.pdf
https://travis-ci.com/sermons/fire/builds/171529263
https://github.com/sermons/fire/commit/d9e0f23


His His His winnowing forkwinnowing forkwinnowing fork is in his hand, is in his hand, is in his hand,

and he will clear his threshing floorand he will clear his threshing floorand he will clear his threshing floor

and gather his and gather his and gather his wheatwheatwheat into the barn, into the barn, into the barn,

but the but the but the cha�cha�cha� he will burn  he will burn  he will burn 

with with with unquenchable fireunquenchable fireunquenchable fire...

Matthew 3:12 (ESV)Matthew 3:12 (ESV)Matthew 3:12 (ESV)
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But who can But who can But who can endureendureendure the day of his  the day of his  the day of his comingcomingcoming,,,

and who can and who can and who can standstandstand when he  when he  when he appearsappearsappears???

For he is like a For he is like a For he is like a refiner’s firerefiner’s firerefiner’s fire

and like and like and like fullers’ soapfullers’ soapfullers’ soap...

Malachi 3:2 (ESV) (p.1/3)Malachi 3:2 (ESV) (p.1/3)Malachi 3:2 (ESV) (p.1/3)
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You have said, ‘It is You have said, ‘It is You have said, ‘It is vainvainvain to serve God. to serve God. to serve God.

What is the What is the What is the profitprofitprofit of our keeping his  of our keeping his  of our keeping his chargechargecharge

or of walking as in or of walking as in or of walking as in mourningmourningmourning

before the Lord of hosts?before the Lord of hosts?before the Lord of hosts?

 And now we call the  And now we call the  And now we call the arrogant blessedarrogant blessedarrogant blessed...

Evildoers not only Evildoers not only Evildoers not only prosperprosperprosper

but they put God to the but they put God to the but they put God to the testtesttest and they  and they  and they escapeescapeescape.’.’.’
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Then once more you shall see the Then once more you shall see the Then once more you shall see the distinctiondistinctiondistinction

between the between the between the righteousrighteousrighteous and the  and the  and the wickedwickedwicked,,,

between one who between one who between one who serves Godserves Godserves God

and one who does and one who does and one who does notnotnot serve him. serve him. serve him.

Malachi 3:18 (ESV) (p.3/3)Malachi 3:18 (ESV) (p.3/3)Malachi 3:18 (ESV) (p.3/3)
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Am I willing to let
God’s fire divide my

family?
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Fire Upon the Earth Fire Upon the Earth Fire Upon the Earth 

1. Kindle the Flame Kindle the Flame Kindle the Flame 

2. Love God Over Family Love God Over Family Love God Over Family 

3. Plan for Christ’s ReturnPlan for Christ’s ReturnPlan for Christ’s Return   
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He also said to the crowds,He also said to the crowds,He also said to the crowds,

“When you see a “When you see a “When you see a cloudcloudcloud rising in the  rising in the  rising in the westwestwest,,,

you say at once, ‘A you say at once, ‘A you say at once, ‘A showershowershower is coming.’ is coming.’ is coming.’

And so it happens.And so it happens.And so it happens.

 And when you see the  And when you see the  And when you see the south windsouth windsouth wind blowing,  blowing,  blowing, 

you say, ‘There will be scorching you say, ‘There will be scorching you say, ‘There will be scorching heatheatheat,’ ,’ ,’ 

and it happens.and it happens.and it happens.
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Luke 12:54-55 (ESV)Luke 12:54-55 (ESV)Luke 12:54-55 (ESV)

Lizard Point, UK. Benjamin Sloth LindgreenLizard Point, UK. Benjamin Sloth LindgreenLizard Point, UK. Benjamin Sloth Lindgreen

fire.seanho.com    d9e0f23 30 / 43

https://unsplash.com/photos/JdY-P44WBpY
http://localhost:9000/fire.pdf
https://travis-ci.com/sermons/fire/builds/171529263
https://github.com/sermons/fire/commit/d9e0f23


You You You hypocriteshypocriteshypocrites!!!

You know how to You know how to You know how to interpretinterpretinterpret

the appearance of the appearance of the appearance of earth and skyearth and skyearth and sky,,,

but why do you not know but why do you not know but why do you not know 

how to interpret the how to interpret the how to interpret the present timepresent timepresent time???

Luke 12:56 (ESV)Luke 12:56 (ESV)Luke 12:56 (ESV)
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From the From the From the fig treefig treefig tree learn its lesson: learn its lesson: learn its lesson:

as soon as its branch becomes as soon as its branch becomes as soon as its branch becomes tendertendertender

and puts out its and puts out its and puts out its leavesleavesleaves,,,

you know that you know that you know that summersummersummer is near. is near. is near.

 So also, when you see  So also, when you see  So also, when you see all theseall theseall these things, things, things,

you know that he is you know that he is you know that he is nearnearnear, at the , at the , at the very gatesvery gatesvery gates...
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Stay dressed for Stay dressed for Stay dressed for actionactionaction

and keep your and keep your and keep your lampslampslamps burning, burning, burning,

 and be like men who are  and be like men who are  and be like men who are waitingwaitingwaiting

for their master to come homefor their master to come homefor their master to come home

from the wedding from the wedding from the wedding feastfeastfeast,,,

so that they may so that they may so that they may openopenopen the door to him the door to him the door to him

at once when he at once when he at once when he comescomescomes and knocks. and knocks. and knocks.
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Do I make my plans with the
imminence of Christ’s return?
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Fire Upon the Earth Fire Upon the Earth Fire Upon the Earth 

1. Kindle the Flame Kindle the Flame Kindle the Flame 

2. Love God Over Family Love God Over Family Love God Over Family 

3. Plan for Christ’s Return Plan for Christ’s Return Plan for Christ’s Return 

4. Pursue Mercy, Not VengeancePursue Mercy, Not VengeancePursue Mercy, Not Vengeance   

(Lk12)(Lk12)(Lk12)

(v49-50)(v49-50)(v49-50)

(v51-53)(v51-53)(v51-53)

(v54-56)(v54-56)(v54-56)

(v57-59)(v57-59)(v57-59)
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“And why do you not “And why do you not “And why do you not judgejudgejudge

for yourselves what is for yourselves what is for yourselves what is rightrightright???

Luke 12:56 (ESV)Luke 12:56 (ESV)Luke 12:56 (ESV)
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As you go with your As you go with your As you go with your accuseraccuseraccuser   

before the before the before the magistratemagistratemagistrate,,,

make an e�ort to make an e�ort to make an e�ort to settlesettlesettle with him on the way, with him on the way, with him on the way,

Luke 12:58 (ESV)Luke 12:58 (ESV)Luke 12:58 (ESV)
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lest he drag you to the lest he drag you to the lest he drag you to the judgejudgejudge,,,

and the judge hand you over to the and the judge hand you over to the and the judge hand you over to the o�icero�icero�icer,,,

and the o�icer put you in and the o�icer put you in and the o�icer put you in prisonprisonprison...

 I tell you, you will never get out I tell you, you will never get out I tell you, you will never get out

until you have paid the very last until you have paid the very last until you have paid the very last pennypennypenny.”.”.”
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If you, O Lord, should If you, O Lord, should If you, O Lord, should mark iniquitiesmark iniquitiesmark iniquities,,,

O Lord, who could O Lord, who could O Lord, who could standstandstand???

 But with you there is  But with you there is  But with you there is forgivenessforgivenessforgiveness,,,

that you may be that you may be that you may be fearedfearedfeared...
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So So So speakspeakspeak and so  and so  and so actactact as those who are as those who are as those who are

to be to be to be judgedjudgedjudged under the  under the  under the law of libertylaw of libertylaw of liberty...

 For judgment is  For judgment is  For judgment is without mercywithout mercywithout mercy

to one who has to one who has to one who has shown no mercyshown no mercyshown no mercy...

Mercy Mercy Mercy triumphstriumphstriumphs over judgment! over judgment! over judgment!
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Do I care more
about winning than

showing mercy?
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I baptize you with I baptize you with I baptize you with waterwaterwater for repentance, for repentance, for repentance,

but he … will baptize you but he … will baptize you but he … will baptize you 

with the with the with the Holy SpiritHoly SpiritHoly Spirit and  and  and firefirefire...

 His  His  His winnowing forkwinnowing forkwinnowing fork is in his hand, is in his hand, is in his hand,

and he will clear his threshing floorand he will clear his threshing floorand he will clear his threshing floor

and gather his and gather his and gather his wheatwheatwheat into the barn, into the barn, into the barn,

but the but the but the cha�cha�cha� he will burn  he will burn  he will burn 

with with with unquenchable fireunquenchable fireunquenchable fire...
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